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IN MEMORIAM

This volume is dedicated to our friend and colleague Dr. MIRO KRALJEVIĆ who was devoted to research of aqua-
culture and fisheries biology.

DR. MIRO KRALJEVIĆ

1949-2024

Dr. Miro Kraljević, scientific advisor to the Institute 
of Oceanography and Fisheries in Split, died on 26 Au-
gust 2024 at the age of 75. The passing of our colleague, 
who was an outstanding scientist in the field of aqua-
culture, fisheries science and marine biology in Croatia, 
is a great loss for us and the entire Croatian scientific 
community. 

Dr. Miro Kraljević was born on February 16, 1949 
in Ljubljana. He received his primary and secondary 
education in Belgrade and Split, and completed his aca-
demic education at the Faculty of Natural Sciences at 
the University of Zagreb, where he obtained his bach-
elor’s degree in biology in 1974, his master’s degree in 
ecology in 1977 and his doctorate in biology in 1995. 
From 1975 until recently, Miro worked in the Labora-
tory of Aquaculture and the Laboratory of Ichthyology 
and Coastal Fishery at the Institute of Oceanography and 
Fisheries in Split, Croatia.

His scientific work began in 1977 with a master’s 
thesis entitled “On the experimental feeding of gilt-
head sea bream (Sparus aurata L.) under aquarium 

conditions”, and continued with a doctoral thesis enti-
tled “Growth of gilthead sea bream Sparus aurata and 
sheep-head bream Diplodus puntazzo under natural and 
experimental conditions”. Miro’s research focused on 
ichthyology and fisheries, systematics, morphology, bi-
ology and ecology of Adriatic fish, long-term changes 
in fish, crustacean and cephalopod communities, and 
small-scale fisheries in the eastern Adriatic coastal area. 
He has published 87 original scientific papers and about 
20 environmental studies and reports.

He was a member of the Mediterranean Science 
Commission (CIESM), the Croatian Ichthyological Soci-
ety and the Croatian Biological Society. At the faculty of 
Marine Fisheries at the University of Split and at the Uni-
versity of Dubrovnik he taught several courses, promot-
ing ichthyological research and fisheries science among 
the younger generation and educating future scientists in 
these fields. Even after his retirement, Miro continued to 
actively participate in the activities of his laboratory and 
was a valuable link to the fishermen’s community. His 
experience and memory of details related to changes in 



136

Acta Adriatica 65 (2024): 135-138

the environment and juvenile fish communities were in-
valuable. Fieldwork brought him great joy, and he never 
shied away from the hard work it entailed. He was ex-
ceptionally meticulous in handling samples, continually 
educating others on the importance of proper sampling 
for accurate analyses and conclusions.

Apart from his valuable scientific contributions, 
Miro will be remembered by his colleagues for his en-
thusiasm, his team spirit and his love of the sea. He had 
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a playful, boyish spirit, making every moment with him 
cheerful and interesting.

Dear Miro, as we slowly sail toward year 2025, our 
scientific voyage feels emptier without you. So, let us 
greet you the way you always greeted us - “Happy New 
Year!”. Rest peacefully, dear friend.

Dr. Jakov Dulčić, Head of Laboratory for 
Ichthyology and Coastal Fishery, IOR, Split
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