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This volume is dedicated to a scientist of great reputation, late Dr. Slobodan ALFIREVIC. On
this occasion we are publishing his doctoral thesis which he defended in 1979 and which has not
been published earlier due to a variety of reasons.

We would like to point out that we are printing an unrevised translation of the original text, as
written 20 years ago.







Dr. Slobodan ALFIREVIC
1924-1997

Dr. Slobodan ALFIREVIC, a member of the scientific staff of the Institute of Oceanography and
Fisheries in Split, recognized scientist and its director from 1966 to 1976, died in Split on January
27, 1997.

He was born on January 27, 1924 in a small town Kastel Gomilica. He attended primary and
grammar school in Split. After leaving grammar school in 1942, he soon joined the partisan
movement, where he spent all the war years from 1943-1946. In 1946 Dr. ALFIREVIC started his
university studies, enrolling the Natural Sciences College. He received his degree in biological
sciences, which then included geology and paleontology, in 1952. While still a student he directed
his interests to geology.

Upon graduating, he joined the staff of the Institute of Oceanography and Fisheries in Split as
junior researcher in the Laboratory for Geology. He remained there for 39 years, all until his
retirement, later as principal researcher. With his keen research work he attained the academic
degree of senior research officer. He published about 140 both scientific and professional papers,
where three different scientific interest can be distinguished:

1. Studies of submarine springs and underground water circulation in the inshore karst areas. He
established that morphological aspect of submarine springs corresponded to that of submerged fossil
funnel-shaped holes in the limestone formations and that the hydrological structure of submarine
springs was directly affected by precipitation and underground water circulation.

2. Studies of recent Foraminifera whose shells make up a significant component of surface
sediments. His doctoral Thesis, published in this volume, dealt with Foraminifera and the study of
their distribution, systematic categories and ecological relationship to the abiotic environmental
factors.

3. Studies of sediment cover of the sea bottom particularly with respect to high-voltage cables
laying. He investigated morphological, morphometric and bathymetric aspects of more than a
hundred transects in this channels of the northern, central and southern Adriatic.

His contribution to the popularization of science must be omitted, Apart from publishing articles
in the journals Morsko ribarstvo (Marine Fisheries), Pomorstvo (Navigation), Energija (Energy),
NaSe more (Our Sea) and many others, he wrote the booklet Geology of the Adriatic edited by
Matica Hrvatska (Natural Sciences Library, 6).

His pedagogical activities make another of his life achievements. On the occasion of
introduction of ultrasonic detectors in fisheries in the sixties, he held, along with F. GRUBISIC, a
series of training courses on the use of these instruments. From 1981 to 1990 he was the director of
the international Centre for the training of fishery personnel from developing countries with a great
success. The center educated about 222 participants from 48 countries.

From 1966-1976 Dr. ALFIREVIC was the director of the Institute. His endeavours to improve
the financial situation of the Institute gave results. During that period he managed to engage Institute
on a series of commissioned research projects. He was especially keen in employing young
scientists offering them exceptional working conditions.

He was a member of a large number of home and foreign organizations. Many times he lead
national delegation at the general assemblies of the General Fisheries Council for the Mediterranean
of FAO organization. He was vice-president of the Committee for the Morphology and Geology of
the International Commission for the Scientific Exploration of the Mediterranean Sea. He attended




a series of international conferences (United Nations and European Council) on the law of the sea
pleading for national jurisdiction of coastal states over their national waters.

Everything he did he did investing a lot of energy and enthusiasm so that he added much to the
affirmation of the Institute of Oceanography and Fisheries, oceanographic science in general and
reputation of his country at an international level. For his active work he also obtained national and

Italian recognition.

Dr. Mira Zore-Armanda
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