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A series of samplings carried ou.t along the northern and central Adrra.tic
coast has ;revealed the piresence of Sepiola ligulata (N a e f 1912) and Ron-
deletiola minor (Na e f 1912).

Previous1y these two species had no,t been noted in the Adriatic sea
(Gamulin-Brida et IJ.ij anic, 1973; Torchio, 1968).

Sepiola ligulata has been collected relatively frequootly, lin some cases
also in numerous comrIlun1ties, so ilt seems st.range that in the past there has
been no record od:H:IShaving been fOlUnd.

The catches we!'e madeiJn five stat10nJS (Fig. 1) alt depths varying between
65 and 125 metres, on a muddy bottom. In the samplings it was generally
associated wiJth Sepietta oweniana.

Observartrl.ans were made on 49 specimens, the morphological cha.racte--
r1stics od: which oorrespol!ld to the diagnoses made by Nae f (1912), Nae f
(1916) and Nae f (1923).

The detemniJnatiol!l od: the specimens was made particulady easy by the
hectocotylisation of the leU dorsal a.rm, which differs ma'1'kedly f.rom that
of the other species of the genIUs Sepiola.

In thiJS case, in fact, a SiOrt od: fairly obvious ldbature is presoot, which
develoiPs towards the distal pa!'t .of the amn; beside this, alongthe middle,
there extends another very characteds.t1c dHat1o!ll, which, in all pro:balbillity,
orig.inart;es fram the lPeduncles of the second and thkd s'Uckers OIf the mitd-
dIe row.

Moreover, this arm a.ppears dilated evoo more ma.rkedly than in Sepietta
oweniana.
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Fig. 1. - Areas of the Adriatic Sea in which the presenee of Sepiola ligulata and
Rondeletiola minor was revealed.



Fig. 2. - Characteristic hectocotylus of Sepiola ligulata with its evident spatula-
-like lobe folded towards the distal part of the arm and with next to
it an appendage which extends towards the right arm.

Fig. 3. - Dorsal view of Sepiola ligulata. Note in the hectocotylized arm the spe-
cific character of the dystal part which is more widened like a spoon,
than in the species Sepietta oweniana.



FjJg'llre 2 ishows thjJs cha'l'actedst'ic; it is also vlilsible jJn Figure 3, which
illu:Sltrates the general a!Ppeara:nce of the s:peetes, tn S1pite of the ,impailrment
suffered as a resiU!lt of the 'System .of caHeetialIl wiJth a trawl net allld the
system of preservation.

Rondeletiola minor

One .speoimen OInly was ca:ptured, at a de:pth af 90 metres an a muddy
battam. A,s hals already been natedin the Tyrrhenian Sea (L u:m are, 1970)
and observed by same authars (N a e f, 1972; W ir '2, 1958), the cephalO(pad
coIlected wasa:ssaoiated with an abundanlt community .of Sepiola ligulata alnd
Sepietta oweniana.

ALso in the ca:se of Rondeletio,la minar tihe typical marrpholagifcal cha-
ractedstilcs of the species made it easy ta identify the speojJmen.

The hec'tocoty1iJsaUoln of Ithe dO!1sal arm is represented by a ,transve!1s'all
crest that .iIS'prolarnged ,sideways with a veryOlbvio'Ustooth; ,there dJSjust a
hilnt of ain'artJhertooth lower down (Fig. 4).

However, the rspecies can be defirned unmifsta!kably by ,the presence of
the two llUmmous .glalnds embedded, on the m'iidldle Line, in the jJnk SCJ;C(Fig.5).

11pe specimen coUer0ted was sexuaJ.ly matucr-e.
Table I shaws the data relative to the areas af capture af the twO' spedes

of Se:pioJJidea.

Fig. 4. - Dorsal arm of the male of Rondeletiola minor. The copulatory apparatus
shows a very strong, hornlike lateral tooth which is curved anteriorly;
there is just a hint of another tooth lower down.
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Fig. 5. - Viseera, after removal of mantle, showing the typical luminous glands
embedded in the ink sac and united into a rounded body.



TABLE I

Summary

The a:uthor presents the fiI1st record .of the presence of Sepiola ligulata

and RondFl,etiola minor in the waters .of the Adriatic Sea.

Riassunto

L'a:utore segnalaper la prima volta la presenza nEHe acque del mar
Adriatico di Sepiola ligulata e Rondeletiola minor.

Species
I

Date
I Depth I

Type of

I

AJ;ea
I No. of

(m) bottom specimens

Sepiola 17.5.73 90 mud
11 miles off

ligulata
Termoli

45

17. 5. 73 105 mud
2 miles NE of
Tremiti islands

1

I

2. 4. 73 125 mud
20 mile s off
Termoli 1

I

3.4. 73 85 mud
13 miles off

Petacciato
1

25.1.73 65 mud
12 miles off

Ancona 1

Rondele-

117.5.73 I I
tiola minor

90 mud

111 miles off I
Termoli

1
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PRISUTNOST CEPHALOPODA, Sepiola ligulata (Naef 1912)
i Rondeletiola minor (Naef 1912) ou Jadranu

Feba Lumare

Lwboratorij za bio'logiju laguna-Lesina, Italija

KRATAK SADRŽAJ

U radu se donose podaoi o dvjema vrstama ,glavonOlŽaca ikoje do sada nisu
bile registrirane za Jadran. Vrst Sepiola ligulata zarb:iJježena je sa 49 primjeraika,
dak je od vrsti Rondeletiola minor zahilJježen samo dedan.

Rad je iJJu:s:ImiJranfotografijama nadenih priJmjeraika kao i kartom naLaza.
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